[Jet intravenous injection of erythromycin lactobionate. A possible cause of the occurrence of crisis in torsade de pointe].
The authors report one case of torsade de pointe which occurred immediately after fast intravenous injection of a 1-gram dose of erythromycin lactobionate in a female patient who had undergone surgical replacement of the mitral and triscuspid valves 24 hours before. The responsibility of erythromycin was strongly suggested by the clinical data (syncope), electrocardiographic findings (electrocardiogram typical of torsade de pointe, slow rhythm and lengthened QT interval in the basal ECG) and the chronology of the sequence of intravenous injection of the antibiotic and the rhythm disorder. A literature search revealed six similar cases. Its seems that the arrythmogenic property of this drug is related to abnormally elevated serum levels following rapid administration.